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Employment Based Preference 

System
Preference 

Category

Sub-Category

EB-1

Aliens of Extraordinary Abilities

Outstanding Professor/Researchers

Multinational Executives

EB-2 Advanced Degree Aliens

Exceptional Abilities Aliens

EB-3 Skilled Workers

Other Workers

EB-4 Religious Workers

Self Petitioned

EB-5 Alien Entrepreneurs 



Important Acronyms

• PERM

– Web-based process to submit alien labor certification 

applications.

• Labor Certification

– Process of proving that the permanent employment of 

an alien will not displace equally qualified US Workers

• Priority Date

– Earlier PERM or I-140 Filing



Employment Based Preference 

System
Preference 

Category

Sub-Category

EB-1 Aliens of Extraordinary Abilities

Outstanding Professor/Researchers

Multinational Executives

EB-2 Advanced Degree  Aliens Faster Processing 

Exceptional Abilities Aliens

EB-3 Skilled Workers

Other Workers

EB-4 Religious Workers

Self Petitioned

EB-5 Alien Entrepreneurs 



Processing Times

Stage Process Months *

PERM Pre-filing Case Preparation 3 - 4 

USDOL Processing 2

I-140 USCIS Processing 3 

Waiting Time Due to Visa Unavailability

I-485 USCIS Processing 4

*Processing times are as of May 2011



Visa Bulletin
http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_4438.html

http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/bulletin/bulletin_4438.html


Priority Date Delays

Employment

Form I-140
PERM

Adjustment 

Form I-485



PERM Process



Data Collection



Data Collection



Data Collection



Data Collection



Case Workshop
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